SOUVENIR 


LAURINBURGH 
BALL 


Game Born of St. Andrews 


PROGRAM 


By J.A. Craig 


Teams of the Laurinburgh Ball Confederation 


Laurinburgh Ice-Nine 

St. Andrews Grits 

Phil Rech All-Stars 

Florida Freaks 

Sandhills All-Stars 

Durham Dragasses 

Valle Crucis Haymakers 
Wilmington Boys 

Charlotte Outlaws 

Eastern All-Stars 

Sandhills Gold 

Laurinburg Rednecks 
Charles City/Richmond/Southern Cities Diamond Dogs 
Southern Pines Streakers 
Mercury Blues 
Laurinburgh Boilermakers 
Number-Ten Pick-ups 
Queen City Bombers 

Valle Crucis Ballbusters 
Valle Crucis Water Dogs 
Carolina Quicksilver 
Blowing Rockets 

Juniper Creek Rainbows 
Charlotte Mud Daubers 
Southern Pines Snow-Crabs 
Southern-Cities Snow-Dogs 
Chapel Hill Rhinos 

Laurel Hill Sandspurs 
Sandhills Batsmen 


LAURINBURGH BALL 


GAME BORN OF ST. ANDREWS 


John A. CRAIG 


This book made possible through the Richard Walser and Bernice 
Kelly Harris Fund of the Hanes Charitable Lead Trust. 


Photographs appear courtesy of: 
Carolyn Ashburn 70 
Molly Barnett 74 
John A. Craig 71 
James Bo Klein 71 


ISBN: 1-879934-72-8 


printed by: Meritage Associates 

Southern Pines, North Carolina 
for: St. Andrews Press 

Laurinburg, North Carolina 


Foreword 
by Susan Mann ’77 


It’s Alumni Weekend, 1974. I’m eighteen, a freshman, and 
the very concept of Alumni Weekend meant absolutely nothing to 
me. Friday night didnt bring anything unusual on campus, but I 
was unprepared for what I saw on Saturday morning. 

The open space between the baseball and soccer fields was 
filled with people I'd never seen before. Their license plates told 
me they’d come from a variety of places, but they all seemed to 
know one another; this was obvious in their affectionate greet- 
ings. | had no idea what I was seeing, but it was organized, inten- 
tional, and purposeful. They looked like interesting people. But 
before I wandered into the middle of the action I wanted to be 
sure. In need of information, I sought out an upper classwoman 
who was wise to all things St. Andrews not yet known to me. 
Chris told me they'd begun playing softball in the spring several 
years before and it was now a yearly event, sometimes played on 
campus and sometimes on fields around town. She also told me 
there’d be some hot guys and I should check it out. Everything 
she told me turned out to be true. (Thanks, Chris.) 

By 1977 the number of teams participating in the Spring 
Tournament had grown to ten. Some of the teams were made up 
solely of St. Andrews graduates and/or former and current stu- 
dents. Some were local folks. Some were teams from other 
places, mostly in North Carolina. Some were hybrids, formed out 
of necessity when players couldn't make it. 

This was my introduction to the Laurinburgh Ball 
Confederation. If you know the LBC but have been out of touch, 
here is your chance to bring yourself up to speed. If you are a 
newcomer, this is your opportunity to live decades of softball his- 
tory at your own pace. You'll read about team meetings, record 
keeping, official t-shirts, and, on occasion, player cards, just like 
in the big leagues. You’ll see that not everyone makes each tour- 
nament (with the exception of Allen Burdett, class of ‘72. At the 
Harvest Tournament 2005 he literally got the trophy for perfect 
attendance.) For the rest of us, it doesn’t matter how often you 


attend, only that you get there when you can. By taking part. lve 
enjoyed the opportunity to know St. Andrews grads i would have 
never met because we were students at different times. It has also 
opened the door to friendships with Scotland County families 
with deep roots in the community. It is the quintessential St. 
Andrews experience because age and background do not matter 
Everyone is equal and welcome. It’s true some people have 
healthier knees than others, but this is to be expected. (If you are 
spectator this is not such a big deal. I am grateful for this fact., I 
hope you’ll read on, letting John Craig lead you round the 
bases that are the history of this group. When you next find your- 
self at Alumni Weekend, stop by either of the ball fields. It’s a 
great way to spend a spring weekend in Laurinburg. 


oT i a te ea SES 


First baseman John Williamson ’74 at the plate in 
the second year of Laurinburgh Ball. 


Laurinburgh Ball 


Spring of ’70 saw 
The First Ball 
thrown 
out 
on John K. Bostick’s pasture, 
a field of origin dotted with cow pies 
and B-52 convoys flying low overhead 
playing Vietnam. They loom so large 
the dogs give chase up over the hill 
of deep center field 
while the strains of the 
Anthem of the Sun 
float 
over 
the field 
from speakers banked 
in the trees beyond left 
in that spring of 1970 
what sprung this 
fantasy of the cow pasture 
we call 
Laurinburgh Ball. 


— John A. Craig 


LAURINBURGH BALL 


GAME BORN OF ST. ANDREWS 
OPENS THIRTY-SEVENTH SEASON 


{| Laurinburgh, Saturday, April 22, 2006 — You’re 
driving into St. Andrews for Alumni Weekend, riding along 
Dogwood Mile, and say hey, there are those people playing 
softball. You think, this happens every spring! Who are 
these people? Geez, Louise, some are so old you might hear 
‘em creaking as they run the bases. What is it they play? 
And pray where, you wonder, do they come from? 

They play as the Laurinburgh Ball Confederation and 
begin their 37th season this weekend with the annual spring 
playing for the Laurinburgh City Title. As it was in the 
beginning of this affair of the heart and romance of the cow 
pasture known as Laurinburgh Ball — a confederation of 
characters and consensus and precedence that has never 
officially voted upon its own existence; rather, only to 
define its limits when occasional pulls of extreme become 
problematic. 

Some players came from many places to St. Andrews 
and woke up in Scotland County. Four in 10 were proba- 
bly born or raised about the county. Perhaps one-in-four 
players these days are kids of past and present players. And 
some came in with someone who returned home from 
attending St. Andrews and came back with a team to play 
here about Laurinburgh, which came to be known as Ball 
Heaven in the spring of 1970, in the full bloom of those 
were different times ... 


In The Beginning 


{| Laurinburgh, in the spring of 1970 — a wondrous 
time of great adventure, unlimited possibilities, and baseball 
like never before. 

Commencing with a mid-February pick-up opener, the 
“off-campus freaks” played through the spring on John K. 
Bostick’s cow pasture (beyond X-Way Mill, near Mason’s 
Cross). “Grateful Dead Balls” — a wondrous hot day’s 
passage about the infield and outfield of a cow pasture — 
pitched the game into glorious living color. 

From the steady parade of pick-up afternoons on 
Bostick Field a starting nine emerged, as the Laurinburgh 
Historical Society Ice-Nine, to play a barnstorming game 
against the Ken McGinnis All-Stars (or “campus grits’’), 
kingpins of the college softball circuit. The two clubs met 
for the first time near the end of March. The starting line- 
ups as posted at Bostick Field: 


Laurinburgh Ice-Nine St. Andrews Grits 

Al Burdett, 3b David Ainslie, cf 

Jeff Derby, 2b David Sinclair, 3b 
John Craig, If Ken McGinnis, ss 
John Barclay, c Phil Blundell, c 

Kemp Littlepage, cf Luke Anderson, Ib 
John Williamson, rf Marsh Orttenburger, If 
Dorman Fawley, ss Pete Jones, 2b 

Jim Ratliff, 1b Greg Mathieson, rf 
Bob Lilly, p Chris Wilson, p 


The Ice-Nine batted around in the top of the first 
inning. The first three batsmen, Al Burdett, Jeff Derby, and 
John Craig, lined two-baggers and John Barclay’s sacrifice 
fly made it 2-0. Kemp Littlepage and “Jomo” Williamson 
followed with base hits. Dorman Fawley’s sacrifice fly and 
Jim Ratliff’s single raised the count to 4-0 before Bob Lilly 
grounded out to end the inning. 


Moundsman Lilly fashioned a fine performance before 
tiring in the seventh inning and gave way to reliever Don 
Lawton. “California Don” checked the Grits on one run 
over the last three frames (to pick up a save) while the Ice- 
Nine insured the victory with a five-run outburst in the 
ninth, and won the first Laurinburgh Ball barnstorming 
game, 12-4. 

The Grits took the next three meetings (by scores of 20- 
9, 22-13, and 13-9). But the Ice-Nine came back to win 
Games Five (11-7) and Six (10-7) — knotting the under- 
ground-softball series at three games apiece. 

To break the deadlock, a Laurinburgh City Title was 
called for, to be played amid Bacchanalia (now known as 
Extravaganza or Ganza.) 

Behind their gray cottage (with a stand of pine behind), 
John Craig [’71] and Kemp Littlepage [’70] readied Bostick 
Field, while the campus party boys — Arnie Edgerton [’72], 
“Pukey” Luke Anderson [’71], Jim Rothrock [’71], Bill 
Robbins [’73], John Kline [’72], Kemper Fitch [’72], Greg 
Mathieson [’72], and Jack Richmond [’72] — applied their 
collective celebrative talents to attendant festivities, produc- 
ing barbeque (with Mr. Willie McGirt manning the slow 
burn), a greased-pig chase (captured by Larry “Wheels” 
Robinson [’71]), a Pabst beer truck (““We’ll come back next 
year and film a commercial!”’), and movies after dark in the 
Ray Grass yard across the way (home of Denny Ogden [’70] 
and Bill Carper [’70].) 

It was certainly the first campus-wide party and/or beer 
blast for the assembled hundreds and the college. And in an 
exciting contest (the lead changed hands five times and was 
variously tied at 1-1, 6-6, and 13-13) on an epochal after- 
noon, the St. Andrews Grits outlasted the Laurinburgh Ice- 
Nine, 16-13. The date was April 29, 1970. For what would 
come to be known as The Laurinburgh Ball Confederation, 
this was Game One — the first of one-hundred tournament 


meetings (approaching 1,800 games and 30,000 runs) that 
have continued for thirty-seven seasons. 


*The Box Score* 
1970 Laurinburgh City Title Championship 


SL. ANDREWS GRITS LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE 
AB R_ H RBI AB R H RBI 
Ray Killian, ss 5 3 2 Al Burdett, 3b 5 2 2 
Ken McGinnis, 1b 6 1 2 2 John Craig, If 3 3-2 @ 
Marsh Orttenbuiger, 3b 5 4 2 Kemp Littlepage, cf 5 2 3 
lerch Whitesides, rf 5 2 3 3. Dorman Fawley,p 5 2 
Chris Johnson, c 5s 0 I John Barclay, c 5 0 2 0 
Sig Johnson, If 2 0 O 0 Jeff Derby, 2b S -2° 3 1 
Ray Mitchell, p 2 0 Jim Snyder, ss 4 2 
Brent Rhue, p 1 O 2 John Williamson, rf 5 2 2 
Pete Jones, 2b 3 2 2 Jim Ratliff, 1b 4 2 2 1 
David Ainslie, cf 5 2 2 Bill Haines, pr 00 0 0 
Chiis Wilson, c 5 2 
lotals: 44 16 17 14 Totals: 43 13 18 13 
St. Andrews 0 2 0 3 4 3 2 16 
Laurinburgh 5 0 oO & 5 2 & BO 13 


TWO-BASE HIT: Wilson-2, McGinnis-2, Whitesides, Rhue; Craig-2, 
Littlepage, Williamson. THREE-BASE HI‘: Jones; Burdett. HOME RUN: 
Oritenburger, Whitesides, Ainslie; Litthepage, Fawley, Derby, Snyder. DOU- 
BLE PLAYS: By St. Andrews-1. LEFT ON BASE: St. Andrews-5; 
Laurinbu:yn-4.. BASES ON BALLS. off Fawley-2; off St. Andrews-1. 
STRUCK OU'T: py Fawley-1. UMPIRE: E. Waveriy Land. M V.P.: Tercn 
Whitesides. DATE. April 29, 1970. 
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*Complete Rosters for 1970 Barnstorming Series * 
(Bold - Active in 2005) (Italics - Deceased) 


LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: John Barclay [’72], Phil Blundell [’78], 
Al Burdett [’72], John Craig [’71], Dave Crosby [71], Jeff Derby 
[’73], Fred Faulkner [’70], Dorman Fawley [’72], Bill Haines [’73], 
“California” Don Lawton [’70], Bob Lilly [(°71], Kemp Littlepage [’70], 
David Mattingly [’73], Denny Ogden [’70], Jim Ratliff [?71], Jim Snyder 
[’69], John Williamson [’74]. 


ST. ANDREWS GRITS: David Ainslie [’77], “Pukey” Luke Anderson 
[71 ], Bob Barnett [’71], Phil Blundell [’78], Colin Cottingham [’72], 
John Daniel [’72], Dave Dufek [’72], Butch Gaddy [’72], Franz Joseph 
Grebner [’73], Gary Gredlein [’71], Compy Groff [’72], Chris Hayes 
[73], Chris Johnson, Sig Johnson [’71], Pete Jones, Ray Killian [71], 
John Kline [’72], Louis Lathum [’74], Greg Mathieson [’72], Ken 
McGinnis [’70], Ray Mitchell [’72], Marsh Orttenburger [’72], Brent 
Rhue [’71], Hamp Sewell [72], David Sinclair [’70], Terch Whitesides 
[°73], Chris Wilson [’71]. 


me 


1973 Laurinburgh Ice-Nine 


— 


Juniper Creek Rainbows | 


The Early Years 
(1971-1975) 


{| Laurinburgh, Spring 1971 — The Ice-Nine opened 
Laurinburgh Ball’s second season on February 16, with a 
17-13 triumph over the St. Andrews Grits. The Grits cap- 
tured five of the next seven meetings before barnstorming 
broke for the second playing of the Laurinburgh City Title, 
which went to the college as St. Andrews appropriated the 
City Title and Bacchanalia. 

The Title series opened at J.C. Park in downtown 
Laurinburgh on March 25th. Phil Rech’s All-Stars, making 
their Laurinburgh Ball debut, opened against the Ice-Nine. 
The temperature at game time was 35 degrees, and a cold 
breeze blew snow flurries throughout the game. 

Phil Rech [’73] held the favored Ice-Nine scoreless 
through the first four innings — a deadlock broken in the 
fifth when Al Burdett (single) and Kemp Littlepage (error) 
scored on “Hurricane” Craig’s three-bagger. Rech got a 
pop-up for the second out, but two singles and a pair of 
errors plated three more runs, though only one of the five 
was earned. The Ice-Nine used three hits and two errors to 
produce four more unearned runs in the seventh inning, and 
Doug “Super Sub” Colby [’69] added a two-run homer in 
the eighth. 

Down 11-0 in the ninth, the All-Stars got a one-out 
base hit (their fourth hit of the game) and the runner — 
aided by an interference call — wound up on third, the lone 
All-Star to advance past first. Fawley got “Zap” Abell [’75] 
on a pop-up and Chuck Caldwell [’76] on a fly to left to seal 
the first shutout in L.B.C. history. Along the way he struck 
out eight batters. (37 years later it remains the L.B.C. all- 
time single-game strikeout record — all the more remark- 
able for (except when E. Waverly Land assumed a position 
behind home plate at the 1970 City Title) not until the 
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eighth season (in 1977) would there be umpires and called 
balls and strikes. 

The Ice-Nine and campus Florida Freaks played for the 
City Title on the St. Andrews soccer field the following 
afternoon (March 26) before a crowd of three — down from 
150 in 1970. The “Sunshine State” Freaks, led by Tony 
Fernandez [’71] and ball-twirler Bob Stawski [’71], shut 
down the Ice-Nine and emerged from a nifty fielding battle 
with a 7-0 championship victory. 

The Ice-Nine did not lose again in 1971, winning their 
last eight Laurinburgh Ball barnstorming games: seven 
against the Phil Rech All-Stars, and a 12-10 victory on April 
29 over the St. Andrews Grits — the final appearance of the 
original L.B.C. champions. 


1971 FLORIDA FREAKS: Tony Fernandez [’71], Jim Haddix [’74], 
Marty, Mike, Paul, Riley, Steve, Bob Stawski[’71 ]. 


1971 LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: John Barclay [’72], Wells Bill, Phil 
Blundell [’78], John Boll [(°71], Stewart Brown [’74], Al Burdett [’72], 
Doug Colby [’69], John Craig [’71], Jeff Derby ]’73], Dorman Fawley 
[’72], Dave Gibbs [’72], Bill Haines [’73], Andy Horner [*71], Kemp 
Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly [’71], Peyton Morton [’72], George 
Norfleet, Denny Ogden [70], Jim Ratliff [’71], Jim Snyder [69], Bobby 
Vakos [?72], John Williamson [’73]. 


1971 ST. ANDREWS GRITS: John Daniel [’72], Pete Ficken [’72], 
Butch Gaddy [’72], Gary Grebner [’73], Dann Griffiths [’71], Compy 
Groff [’72], Chris Hayes [’73], Hugh Helm [’73], Chris Johnson, Pete 
Jones, Ray Killian [’71], Louie Lathem [’74], Marsh Orttenburger [’72], 
Stuart Parrish [’71], Terch Whitesides [’72], Chris Wilson [’71]. 


e 1972 * 

{| Laurinburgh, April 22, 1972 — The Ice-Nine’s 
spring barnstorming season was reduced to five games over 
a three-week period. Phil Rech’s All-Stars took three of the 
five matches, including a 32-7 Grateful Dead humiliation. 

Phil Rech’s All-Stars stymied the Ice-Nine at the City 
Title as well, in the first round, by a 19-7 margin. All-Stars 
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advanced to the title-tilt and drove the defending-champion 
Florida Freaks into the sea of history — as the City Title 
was reclaimed from St. Andrews’ Bacchanalia (which 
would continue as an S.A. spring party phenomenon for 
many years before succumbing to Extravaganza.) 


1972 LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: David Ainslie [’72], John Barclay 
[’72], Richard “O.D.” Beale [’72], John Boll [’71], Al Burdett [’72], 
Doug Colby [’69], John Craig [’71], Dorman Fawley [’72], Butch 
Gaddy [’72], Bill Haines [’73], Peter Hawkins [’75], Andy Horner 
[’71], Andy Keating, Kemp Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly [’71], 
Denny Ogden [’70], Tom Teal [’69], Phil Whitley, John Williamson 
[°74]. 


1971-1972 OTHERS: John Bonham [’74], Stewart Brown [’74], Jeff 
Futral [°73], Hewitt Gehres [73], Rex Herder [73], Venable Johnson 
[°73], Rick Judge [’74], Dave Landis [’72], Jack Lawson [’74], Jim 
Leath [’74], Mike, Bobby Peak [’74], Dave Smith [’74], Tommy Warren 
[74], Dixon Williams [74]. 


1971 The Laurinburgh Ice-Nine 
Kneeling: Colby, Littlepage, Haines, A. Burdett 

Standing: Craig, Ratliff, Snyder, Williamson, Fawley, Morton 
(Missing from photo: J. Barclay) 
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Jim Snyder ’69 fields a ground ball at Rhodo in 1976. 
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The Norfleets have 
been a 3-generational 
presence for 20 years. 
Pictured here in 1998 

are Junie, Jim, and 
Butchie, with Mama 
Martha (Monroe) and 
grandson Taylor “The 

Confederation 
Ccomet”’ Norfleet. 


John Craig ’71 makes contact at the 


“They can play ball in the ‘Burgh 
till hell freezes over.” 
— President Butch, April :, eee 


1991 

Laurinburgh, April 28 — The Laurinburgt, Ball 
Confederation opens its twenty-second season in 
play for the Laurinburgh City Title. 

As it was in the beginning, 

‘To paraphrase the historian Jacques Barzun, the 
gods decree a heavyweight match only once in a 
while and a national election only every four years 
But there is a City Title with every revolution of 
the earth around the sun. 


It has made all the difference. 
— Jeffard Rundy 


David Mattingly ’73 at the 
Rhodo. 


100th tournament. 
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Jim Snyder ’69 in 1992. 


i 
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The 100th ball tournament took 
in the fall of 2005. 


place 


~~ 


Johnny Catmur 
tales a break 
during the 
spring 1993 
tournament. 


ee 


Norma Forde 
throws out 
the first pitch 
in 1995. 


. 
Oe 


Chip Wrenn ’76, left, and 
Suzanne Hogg ’78, discuss strate- 
gy during a game at St. Andrews. 


17 


18 


The Southern Cities Diamond Dogs at the 1978 

Rhododendron, Mission Fields, Valle Crucis, July 1978 
Standing (L-r): Dearing Gaddy, Butch Gaddy, Tom James, 
Randy von Unwerth, Jack Richmond, Dave Landis, Johnny 
Wise, Paul Murphy, (local fan), Jeff Brigg, Bill Moore, 
Bert Boykin 
Kneeling: Wylie Dawson, Dale Robinson, Larry Rohr, Jim 
Mellilo, Tom Kozak 


a 


Shortstop Jeff “Keystone” Walker ’80 


+ 


Juniper Creek Rainbows with 


Youth Movement. 


= 


Southern Cities Snow-Dogs 
at the City Title. 


‘. Le aoa. 
~~ ~ oe 


Valle Crucis partisans 
celebrating first Rhodo in 1973. 
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= 1973" 

{| Laurinburgh, March 3-4, 1973 — Barnstorming 
days behind them as they moved further afield, the Ice-Nine 
motored from distant mountains and cities for a 
Laurinburgh weekend in search of the elusive City Title. 
Local Sandhills boys made their initial appearance, as 
George Norfleet’s Sandhills All-Stars. The Sandhills boys 
had collegiate visa problems, so the Ice-Nine travelled out 
to meet them on a ‘Hills field behind the old Norfleet home 
place. The undaunted Ice-Nine tallied 13 runs before 
Sandhills scored a runner in the eighth. Sandhills added 
five more tallies in the ninth, but fell (almost literally), 14- 
6. The victorious Ice-Nine motored back to campus to take 
on the defending-champion Phil Rech All-Stars for the City 
Title. 

The title-match was tied at five-aside when Ice-Nine 
hurler Andy Horner [’71] led off the sixth inning with a base 
knock, and raced home (with what proved to be the game- 
and Title-winning run) on a two-out fielding error by oppos- 
ing pitcher Rech. 

The Ice-Nine increased their lead in the seventh on 
“Scrapiron” Barclay’s one-out single and run-scoring dou- 
bles by “Iceman” Burdett, “Jomo” Williamson, and Kemp 
Littlepage. 

Taking nothing for granted, the “Cool Guys” iced mat- 
ters by plating nine runners in the eighth. With one away, 
Jim Snyder reached base on an error. David Ainslie singled, 
as did Barclay (his fourth hit) and Burdett. The next four 
Ice-Nine batters — Williamson, Horner, Littlepage, and 
“Hurricane” Craig — reached base on infield errors. Doug 
Colby then cleared the jammed sacks with a three-bagger, 
and scored on Snyder’s sacrifice fly. Ainslie added a single 
before Barclay — the thirteenth batter — grounded out. 

Pitcher Horner shut down the All-Stars after the fifth 
frame and the Laurinburgh Ice-Nine were champions for the 
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first time in their history. (And in their 31-year history, 
would never win another.) 

{ Valle Crucis (N.C.), Summer 1973 — The first mid- 
summer Rhododendron Classic was played, outside of 
Boone (N.C.), with the visiting Durham Dragasses (featur- 
ing Ken Watkins [73], Hugh Helm [’73], and Don Lawton 
[°70]) besting the host Valle Crucis Haymakers, two games 
to none, in a steady rain the second game at Broadstone 
Field, 

Boone and the western Carolina mountains had 
become The New Frontier for a wave of ex-S.A. 
Laurinburghers gone to graduate school at A.S.U. and envi- 
rons in the early ‘70s. There, in 1973, Ice-Nine shortstop 
Jim Snyder [’69] founded the local Valle Crucis Haymakers. 
Various members of the springtime-only Ice-Nine joined the 
Hays for summer Rhodo play in Valle Crucis from the get- 
go. 

Durham had been introduced to Laurinburgh Ball as 
related ex-S.A.’s in the early ‘70s filled a sizeable dance- 
card amongst the Durhamites. Barnstorming games 
between Valle Crucis and Durham amidst much bonhomie 
led to the playing of the first Rhododendron. And Valle 
Crucis (gone to Blowing Rock in ‘77) and Durham, the orig- 
inal Rhodo participants, would in time come to be the two 
longest-playing clubs in the L.B.C. — 34 years starting this 
morning. 


1973 LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: David Ainslie [’72], John Barclay 
[°72], Al Burdett [’72], Doug Colby [’69], John Craig [’71], Andy 
Horner [’71], Kemp Littlepage [’70], Jim Snyder [’69], John 
Williamson [’73]. 


* 1974 * 

{ Laurinburgh, Spring 1974 — In the spring of “The 
Exorcist,” Phil Rech’s All-Stars exorcized the Ice-Nine, two 
games to none, to regain the City Title in their final 


Laurinburgh Ball appearance of the decade. (The All-Stars 
would end their ensuing five-year hiatus with a return to 
action in 1980.) 

q Valle Crucis, July 1974 — The mid-summer 
Rhododendron Classic moved up the Watauga River to the 
storied heights of the late Ben Ward’s “Yankee Stadium.” 
Charlotte’s Queen City Bombers made their first L.B.C. 
appearance, led by Terch Whitesides [’72] and Ray 
Mitchell [’72], both veterans of the ‘70 City Title-champion 
St. Andrews Grits. Scores for the 1974 spring and summer 
games were soon forgotten and all records disappeared. (Al 
Haig attributed this to “sinister forces.”) In the record 
books which first appear in 1976, the brief line for *74 will 
be: “Richard Nixon takes center stage. No ball.” The City 
Title results would be discovered five years later but the 
outcome of the Rhodo remains an inexplicable mystery of 
history. 


1973-1974 DURHAM DRAGASSES: David Ainslie [’72], Gerald W. 
Culler, Joe DeBlasio, Butch Gaddy [’72], Bill Grueling, Peter Hawkins 
[°75], Peter Heath, Hugh Helm [’73], Don Lawton [’70], Dave “Pug” 
Malone, Kirk Ridge, Ken Watkins [’73]. 


1974 LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: David Ainslie [’72], John Barclay 
[°72], Al Burdett [’72], John Craig [’71], Andy Horner [’71], Kemp 
Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly [’71], Tom Teal [’69], Jim Snyder 
[°69]. 


1971-1974 PHIL RECH ALL STARS: Chris “Zap” Abell [’75], Bill 
Asher [’73], Doug Barclay [’73], Jeff Beales [’75], Walter Bennett 
[°74], Dave Bowersox [’74], Chuck Caldwell [’75], John Catmur [’75], 
Gil Cheatham [’75], Ridgie Daniels [’74], Tom Davis [’73], Dorman 
Fawley [’72], Flash Gilliam [’75], Brack Gooch [’75], D. Mole Griffith 
[’75], Bill Haines [’73], Brad Hale [’73], Galen Hess [’76], Dave Kelly 
[°75], Art Lamon [’75], Stan Lanier [*73], Charley Mahan [’75], Tommy 
Peters [75], Phil Rech [’73], Dave Roberts [’73], Kevin Settle [’73], 
Walter Thompson [’74], Steve Vosnock [’76 ], Jay Xanthos [’75]. 


1973-1974 VALLE CRUCIS HAYMAKERS: John Barclay [’72], John 
Boll, Al Burdett [’72], Doug Colby [’69], Dorman Fawley [’72], Kemp 
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Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly[’71], Jim Ratliff [71], Jim Snyder 
[°69]. 
= 1975-* 


“Ice-Nine long on travelling distance, 
Short on tempting fate as mistress.” 
— skip-song heard on New York City playgrounds 


q{ Laurinburgh, Spring 1975 — The Wilmington Boys 
played host to the sixth City Title, on Catmur Field, the 
Boys’ home field in River Hills (out past Bennett’s Garage, 
east of Laurinburgh). The two-game City Title series — a 
minor Grateful Dead Ball boosted by Roxy Music and the 
Rolling Stones — featured several noteworthy events, 
although an Ice-Nine trip to the roses was not among them. 

Nancy J. “Nan” Bullock [’75] — the first woman to 
appear in a Laurinburgh Ball (Confederation) game — 
pitched her Wilmington Boys to a convincing doubleheader 
sweep of the ill-fated Ice-Nine and retired with a 2-0 life- 
time pitching mark. Ice-Nine veteran David Mattingly 
[’71], the starting and losing pitcher in both games, was self- 
relieved for several innings in each by young Cassandra 
Brady — the second of only four women to appear in L.B.C. 
history before the 1990s. And a young fella from River 
Hills, watching and dreaming, got to play a late inning for 
the Ice-Nine. Thirteen years old at the time, he would stand 
as the youngest player in L.B.C. annals until 1985. 

Before winter came again, Catmur Field was purchased 
by the Church of Christ (no Church of Ball this), and before 
summer started the Ice-Nine franchise was quietly absorbed 
by the Valle Crucis Haymakers (though for a shorter time 
than anyone might have imagined.) 

{ Valle Crucis, July 26, 1975 — The Valle Crucis 
Haymakers handily championed a five-team Rhododendron 
field up at Ben Ward’s fabled “Yankee Stadium” [see 
Foxfire, Issue 6], topping Durham in the final. 

{ Laurinburgh, September 1975— Back in Scotland 


County the local Sandhills Gold (made up, in the main, of 
Monroes) hosted the first Sandhills Harvest Festival — 
joining the spring City Title and mid-summer 
Rhododendron as the third and final crown of the L.B.C. 
season. The homegrown Gold, making their L.B.C. debut, 
invited Valle Crucis down to play at Marx Big Field and 
smoked the visiting Haymakers, two games to none. 


1975 LAURINBURGH ICE-NINE: John Barclay [’72], Al Burdett 
[’72], Cassandra Brady, Doug Colby [’69], John Craig [’71], John 
Kelsey, Kemp Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly {’71], Tom Teal [69], 
Jim Snyder [’ 69}. 


1975 VALLE CRUCIS HAYMAKERS: John Barclay [’72], Al Burdett 
[’72], Danny Burress [’73], John Catmur [’75], John Craig [’71], Mac 
Crosswell [’71], “Brooklyn” Joe DeBlasio, Kemp Littlepage [’70], 
David Mattingly [°71], Jim Snyder [’69]. 


1975 WILMINGTON BOYS: Bill Asher [’73], Nancy J. Bullock [’75], 
John Catmur [’75], Larry Hardman [’76], Dave Kelly [’75], Dave 
Roberts [’73], Randy von Unwerth [’75], Jay Xanthos [’75]. 


Cote i B:, Bs cin 


Phil Rech ’73 warms up before a game 


in 1975. 


25 


26 


= es 
a 


Geroge Norfleet and his youthful 
Sandhills Batsmen. 


2005 Carolina Quicksilver 


The Modern Era 
(1976-present) 


q Laurinburgh, April 1976 — The spirit of the Ice- 
Nine hosted the City Title for the first (at last) time under 
the Haymaker banner — in the Spring of the Bicentennial 
and the Dawn of The Modern Era. Yet without a home 
field, the Haymakers travelled out to Marx Big Field and 
got rolled by the home-standing Sandhills Gold, two games 
to none. 

q Valle Crucis, July 9-11, 1976 — David Mattingly 
[°71] and the Rhodo Booster Committee — Bill Wilson 
[°69], Carolyn Ashburn [’70], Mac Crosswell [’71], and 
Patti Pledger Crosswell [’72] — booked the Valle Crucis 
Episcopal Mission for the fourth mid-summer Rhodo as 
Laurinburgh Ball exploded into a state-wide phenomenon 
and beyond. A record crowd of near-300 came to stay and 
play at the Mission “Rhodo Hotel” and on its hay fields 
below. 

A fourth-outfielder rule was adopted at Friday night’s 
captains’ meeting, and games (except championship match- 
es) were reduced to seven innings, with tournament sched- 
ules to be determined by a Friday-night draw of the hat. 

Admitted on the basis of historic significance and mak- 
ing their L.B.C. debut — amidst a record-shattering ten- 
team turnout — were the Laurinburg Rednecks, a local 
Scotland County club; the Charles City/Richmond/Southern 
Cities Diamond Dogs (led by Butch Gaddy [’72] of the 
early S.A. Grits); and the Southern Pines Streakers (led by 
David Ainslie [’72] of the City-Title champion *70 Grits and 
‘73 Ice-Nine). Three additional one-time pick-up teams 
were formed to accommodate the swelling tide of participa- 
tion. 

The Sandhills Gold stunned Durham, 25-16, in ten 
apocalyptic innings at Yankee Stadium, and advanced to the 
championship game, where they annihilated the rested and 
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1975 Laurinburgh Boys 


: | ae 
John Craig and Jim Snyder 
broadcasting the 1978 Rhodo on 
K-N-O-X. 
heavily favored defending-champion Valle Crucis 
Haymakers, 34-5 (establishing a one-team single-game 
scoring record that would stand for 26 years.) 

Within a week, the further-flung and unavailable-for- 
practice ex-Ice-Nine franchise was put on waivers by the 
Valle Crucis Haymakers, ending a fourteen-month absorp- 
tion. The Ice-Nine franchise soon announced it would 
return to action as the new Mercury Blues - a Travelling 
Ball Club based in Winchester, Va. Shortly thereafter, the 
Rhodo-champion Sandhills Gold announced that team 
founder/general manager George Norfleet had been 
replaced at the helm. 

{ Sandhills, October 16-17, 1976 — Harvest saw 
appearance of Laurinburgh Ball Cards. The first L.B.C. 
rain-out forced postponement of Sunday’s Harvest sched- 
ule. 

{ Wayne, Pa., November 11, 1976 — The 
Confederation Courier published its first issue, on 
Armistice Day, offering a November Harvest Resolution 
and a “Call For Confederation.” (As R. Homer Bayes has 


noted, somebody has to man the telegraph. And as Moss 
Hart often said, you don’t escape from life, you escape into 
it.) 

q{ Sandhills, November 20, 1976 — Undaunted by 
internal politics, the Sandhills Gold completed the first 
L.B.C. Triple-Crown-winning season at the Harvest 


Resolution. 
1976 Rhododendron Rosters (Active in 2005; Deceased) 


CHARLES CITY/RICHMOND/SOUTHERN CITIES DIAMOND 
DOGS: Bert Boykin, Matthew Braly [73], Jeff Brigg [’75], Butch 
Gaddy [’72], “Dauntless” Dearing Gardner Gaddy [’73], Tom James 
[°69], Peter Mattice, Jack Richmond [’72], Randy von Unwerth [’75], 
Johnny Wise. 


DURHAM DRAGASSES: Rogan Allen [’75], Peter Brown, Gerald W. 
Culler, Bob “Flash” Eason, Paul Ellis, Pat “Chief’ Gastin, David Harris, 
Peter Heath, Jim Henson, David Mast. 


LAURINBURGH BOILERMAKERS (one-time pick-up team): Bill 
Burdett, D. Mole Griffith [’75], Andy Horner [’71], David Kelly [’75], 
Stan Lanier [’73], Jack Lawson [’74], Charley Mahan [’75], Bill Moore 
[’74], Lin Potts, Phil Rech [’73], Jimmy Thwaite. 


LAURINBURG REDNECKS: J.A. Barber, Leon Barnes, Kenneth 
Fowler, Ronnie Fowler, Robin Gibson, Butch Holloway, Jamie Ingram, 
Martin Jacobs, Clarence Kendall, Buddy Lewis, Buck Monroe, Marvin 
Rhoden. 


NUMBER-TEN PICK-UPS (one-time pick-up team]: Chris “Zap” Abell 
[’75 ], Wayne Allud, Charlie Brando, Randy Cecil, Steve Griner, Russell 
Herndon, Howard Hodgkins, James “Bo” Klein [’71], Walter Knox, 
David Mast, Peter Minoy, Charles Monroe, Carmen Palitto, Denny 
Richards [’70], Tracy. 


QUEEN CITY BOMBERS: Ray Mitchell [’72], Terch Whitesides 
[°73]. No further information available. 


SANDHILLS GOLD: Mike Gibson, Doug McMillan, Tiny McRae, 
Bill Miller, David ‘‘Fud” Monroe, Eddie Monroe, Fairley Monroe, 
George Norfleet, Jimmy Norfleet, Chris Ozment, J.J. Richards, 
Dwight Williams. 
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SOUTHERN PINES STREAKERS: David Ainslie [’72], Mike Bangs, 
Richard “O.D.” Beale [’72], Randy Calhoun, Buster Griffin, Paul Jones, 
Dean Nichols, Eric Philips, Terry Privatte, J.J. Richards, Dickie Watts. 


VALLE CRUCIS BALLBUSTERS (one-time pick-up team]: Mike Best, 
John Boll ('71], Lee Dugger, Doug Gillette, Tom James [’69], Richard 
Mast, Greg Mathieson [’72], Larry Robinson [’71], Drew Saunders, Tom 
Teal [’69], Mike Whitehouse. 


VALLE CRUCIS HAYMAKERS : John Barclay [’72], Phil Blundell 
[78], Al Burdett [’72], Danny Burress [’73], John Craig [’71], Mac 
Crosswell [’71], “Brooklyn” Joe DeBlasio, Andy Horner [’71], Kemp 
Littlepage [’70], David Mattingly [71], Jim Snyder [’69]. 


Umpires were employed at the 1977 City Title and 
balls and strikes were called for the first time since the 1970 
City Title. Jeff Walker [’80], a St. Andrews student with 
arm in sling, served as Head Umpire. And George Norfleet 
returned with a new club, the Juniper Creek (nee Scotland 
County) Rainbows, who would quickly become the win- 
ningest team in L.B.C. history. 

Ten clubs met in July, on Rhodo Eve, in The Great Hall 
of the Valle Crucis Mission for historic First L.B.C. Confab. 
Voted to adopt regular use of umpires, called balls and 
strikes, and a 3-to-10-foot pitch limit. Bob Davis of 
Rowland (N.C.) stepped forth to become Head Umpire of 
the L.B.C. (raising the Blind Ump Association). Young Jeff 
Walker started a thirty-year playing career. And the Rhodo- 
local Valle Crucis Water Dogs (nee 4-H’ers), led by Jim 
Henson and David Mast, requested and gained admission to 
the Confederation. 

Thus was set in motion by acclamation the modern 
Laurinburgh Ball Confederation, a ten-team three-tourna- 
ment-meeting season that converted from perilous double- 
elimination to two-division four-games-apiece round-robin 
play in 1978. 


Into The Future 


The Laurinburgh Ice-Nine/Mercury Blues played 31 
seasons before merging franchises with the equally aging 
and suftering-from-attrition Sandhills Gold, playing as 
Carolina Quicksilver since 2001. The Phil Rech All-Stars 
(1971) have been back in action since 1980, with the 
Blowing Rockets (nee Valle Crucis Haymakers) since 1973, 
Durham Dragasses (1973), Queen City Bombers (1974), 
Laurinburg Rednecks (1976), joined by the Juniper Creek 
Rainbows and Valle Crucis Water Dogs (nee 4-H’ers) in 
1977. The Southern Cities Diamond Dogs and Southern 
Pines Snow Crabs (nee Streakers) combined flagging fran- 
chises in 1989 to play as the Southern-Cities Snow-Dogs. 
And two new, second-generation teams have stepped forth 
in the 21st century: local Sandhills youth, disinterested in 
waiting for their elders to fall over, joined the L.B.C. as the 
Laurel Hill Sandspurs in 2002; and retired veteran George 
Norfleet returned to action with a raft of all-young and 
some-second-generation players, in 2005, playing as the 
Saudhills Batsimen. 

q Laurinburgh, April 22, 2006 — The Laurinburgh 
Ball Confederation opens its thirty-seventh season in play 
for the Laurinburgh City Title. 

As it was in the beginning. 

lu paraphrase the historian Jacques Barzun, the gods 
decree a heavyweight match only once in a while and a 
national election only every four years. But there is a City 
litle with every revolution of the earth around the sun. 

It has made all the difference. 
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Post Scriptum 


REFLECTIONS ON THE 
LAURINBURGH BALL CONFEDERATION 


The dominant, significant, rich thread to the fabric. 
Lifetime friendships heat forged on those hot humid cow pas- 
ture ball fields of the old south. Allen Burdett, The Glacier. 
Mr. Earl Locklear. Bob Davis. J.A. Barber. J.A. Craig. Doug 
McMillan. The Reverend Don Holder. Dirt Bland. David 
Mattingly. Doug Walker. Jeff Walker. The Chief of Mistique. 
Rufus Cole. David Kelly and Mike Bangs playing at bat. John 
Catmur. Young Bill Asher with hair flowing, speed man. 
Husband and wife team of Butch and Dearing Gaddy. Michael 
Lee Whitehouse and his son Jake, bringing that along. Fud’s 
there, too. And the Norfleet clan: Jim, George, Butchie, and 
Mrs. Norfleet in toto. Bill and Carolyn, for being there. 
Brilliant shortstops, Jeff walker, Don Holder, and Doug 
McMillan. Allen Burdett’s always been there. And a tip of the 
cap to Greg Mathieson, for if I was gonna start a ball club, I 
would hire him and Allen Burdett and Earl Locklear and 
everything else would just fall in place. John K. Bostick and 
Norma Forde, integral parts of the fabric what’s been woven 
over the past thirty years. And Mr. Ward. 


The late Jim Snyder on the telephone, Monday night, 
September 20, 1999, on playing Laurinburgh Ball in the 
nineteen-hundreds. 


Aaced ses hl tg hts TD ela et £3 
. "Hurricane" Craig 


Author John A. Craig joined the St. Andrews community in 
1967. He has lived a life of sustained engagement with both 
the academic community of the College and the larger 
Laurinburg community. He was a founding member of the 
Laurinburgh Ball Confederation, a community that has 
played a significant role in fostering and maintaining rela- 
tionships that build bridges among individuals and the larg- 
er Sandhills community. He is the longtime editor and pub- 
lisher of ““Rundy’s Journal and The Confederation Courier,” 
a favored venue for poets, essayists, artists and cartoonists. 
He received a Litt.B. from St. Andrews to honor these 
accomplishments on April 26, 2003. 


Susan Mann graduated from St. Andrews in 1977 and has 
been engaged with Laurinburgh Ball since her introduction 
to the activity during her freshman year. She currently serves 
as a member of the St. Andrews Presbyterian College Board 
of Trustees. 
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